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quarters of corn exported x (1697-1801)
1697-1731.	1732-1766.	1767-1801.
12,367,357	23,627,671	7,254,086
bounties paid on the export of corn (1689-1765) *
1689-1698	.	.	.	£122,042 17	4
1697-1705	.	.	.	£289,670 14	o
1706-1725	.	.	„	£1,371,032   4	o
1726-1745	.	.	.	£1,769,756   4	2
1746-1765	.	.	.	£2,628,503   4	7
Grain was exported largely to Holland, and at one time it
was thought that England would supplant the Baltic lands
as the granary of the Dutch 3. In addition other parts of
the Continent—particularly southern Europe—as well as
the American plantations drew supplies of corn from this
country 4. In the early years of George III/s reign Arthur
Young still entertained the belief that these regions might
be induced " to buy their corn of us than to cultivate it
themselves " 5. Even near the end of the eighteenth century
wheat was sometimes over ten shillings a quarter cheaper in
on the Corn Trade and Corn Laws, ed. 1766, p. 119), " to have been able to
have begun" the bounty accounts from 1689, " but we do not find them
made up further back." Actually they go back to 1689—they are printed
for the years 1689—1698 in House of Commons Journals, xii. 443. The corn
bounty figures for 1697—1765 are given in Smith, op. cit. 115-118 ; and the
statistics of exports (1697-1801) in Ernie, English Farming Past and
Present, Appendix iii. D. For the annual exports and imports of wheat
and wheat flour from 1697, see Parliamentary Papers (1898), Ixxxv. 256.
Com statistics are also given in House of Lords MSS. 1708-1710, p. 306 ;
Annals of Agriculture, iv. 364 ; xiii. 354-356, 402-403 ; and Macpherson,
Annals of Commerce, iii. 674.
1	Wheat, flour, barley, malt, rye and ryemeal, oats and oatmeal, peas
and beans are included.
2	Houghton wrote, in respect of the bounty paid under Charles II. :
" I have seen the account of sixty-one thousand and odd pounds in one
year " :   Husbandry and Trade Improv'd (ed. 1728), iv. 389.    No bounty
was paid on corn from February to September 1700, nor during the years
when export was prohibited—February 1699 for one year, November 1709
for one year, December 1740 for one year, and December 1756 to March
i?59 : Smith, Three Tracts on the Corn Trade and Corn Laws (ed. 1766), 119.
3	Davenant, Works (ed. 1771), v. 407-408 ; Defoe, A Plan of the English
Commerce (ed. 1728), 231.    But the trade afterwards declined when the
Dutch imported much cheaper corn from Poland :  Macpherson, Annals oj
Commerce, iii. 428 (1764).
* Davenant, Works (ed. 1771), v. 424-425 ; Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisburyt
viii. 397 (1598) ; ibid. Carlisle, 125, 149 (1733).
5 Young, The Farmer's Letters (ed. 1768), 19.

